Ethical Software

Tackling ethical and moral challenges while running a business on
principles.
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Hi, | am Vidit

Experimental Interfaces Prototyper
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Cine Connect

Movie Trivia Game
September 2011




Movie Buzz
Another Movie Trivia Game
October 2012




LookUp

English Dictionary
May 2014
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Life at MDes
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More recently...
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Shiuli
19] ] .
An app that makes it convenie
alt-text for images when shari




Coming
soon...

Modules that enable people to learn how
to build tangible ambient computing
interfaces.



Using emerging technologies and
education to empower people and
communities
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~1M

People served through our products

$500,000+

Sales




“Sharing the words of the day helped me
build a better relationship with my
girlfriend”

- A happy LookUp user




Designing on Principle



Augment
rather than
replace

We don’t
track users

Honest &
Calm
design

No Data
Collected

No
Notifications
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Navigating challenges when
Designing on Principle
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Smart Search vs Bespoke
Solutions
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Make - Show = Learn
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People just wanted easier
pronunciations...
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Changing business models
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We don’t
track users

No Data
Collected




Preacher - Prosecutor
Politician » Scientist



Preacher « Prosecutor
Politician « Scientist




Weekly check-ins



What works - What doesn't »
How can we change?




The bulk of our downloads were
coming from browsing
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“We track what we are doing,
not what our customers are”

— Ken Case




Track purchases against our ad-
campaigns, but not what people do
elsewhere.
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Things | learnt along the way
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Make = Show = Learn
everything.



Be a scientist. Not a preacnher,
prosecutor, or politician.



Strong principles. Loosely held.
Adapt, learn and change; in service of
your core believe.



Let's chat

Linkedin: https://linkedin.com/in/viditbharg
Email: viditb@berkeley.edu

or you can Slack me on the Berkeley MDes slack.


https://linkedin.com/in/viditbharg
mailto:viditb@berkeley.edu

